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Straightaway
In the story Straightaway by Mark Wisniewski, three men have been hired to dispose of a woman’s oil drum that contains unknown content. Tre as the protagonist has tried to live a clean life by avoiding trouble with the law but he faces a conflict that promises good money. The woman who hires them offers good money for an act that is obviously against the law. The three men Bark, James, and Tre, as well as the woman, are of black ethnicity and it is evident that life has not been easy for them. The three men haul junk as a source of livelihood and are desperate enough to do something illegal for cash. At one point the woman agrees to give them a thousand dollars in cash once the oil drum is in their truck, James readily agrees and Bark asks Tre what his take is on the matter. Finally, all resolve to do the job and take the money which represents a new start for them.
The conflict faced by the three men questions their character but the fact that they are young, black, broke, and possibly impulsive makes these men’s actions understandable. Their ideology of the law is relative because they don’t mind doing something illegal so long as they will not get caught. Bark suggests that they should start a new life in Mississippi but the cash is not enough showing how nostalgic they are for a clean life. Moreover, they go to the track to bet on the trifecta where chance, uncertainty, and fate play various roles. At the end of the day, all they want is a chance to start a new and clean life. It would be wise for the men to avoid gambling and easy money altogether because such monies often come with entanglements.



Virgins
Virgins is a story from the Paris review by mark Wisniewski that focuses on how sexuality can be confusing for the young especially from the point of view of the protagonist Erica. Michael and Jasmine are Erica’s only friends and both girls are comfortable around Michael because he does not hit on them. Erica notes that having Michael around made other men not want things from them. The main conflict in the story is how to express sexual feelings and behavior in a way that is convenient for all parties involved. The two girls had always been taught by their mothers not to trust men and this is evident in how they are wary of Mr. Thompson even though he is anything but nice to them. Sexual thoughts and behaviors of different characters are explored from the perspective of Erica. The lifeguard who put his fingers inside Erica also did the same to Jasmine and many other girls. It proves that young girls are exposed to sexuality in some negative ways. Erica wasn’t scared only surprised at the lifeguard’s approach.
The narrator also talks about how Jasmine found Ron sexually attractive and behaved differently towards him as compared to Eddie to whom she had lost her virginity. Jasmine is bolder with her sexuality and does not seem as confused as Erica because she is more daring thus does things on her terms. Erica however is a victim of circumstance and later when she loses her virginity to Ron, it is because she decides to explore without holding back. When Erica is in bed with Ron and realizes she is wearing Jasmine’s underwear she imagines Jasmine would be mad that she is about to have sex with Ron. Sexuality is broad and relative hence every person should be left to approach it however they like because after confusion comes clarity. Young people should however be given the right information on sexuality so as to help them make informed and objective choices.
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